UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO

Te Whare Wānanga o Otāgo


Dear all,

I’m a Masters student at the University of Otago’s Centre for Science Communication, looking at climate change education in schools.  Specifically, I’m investigating how filmmaking can be used in secondary schools to promote action competency around climate change issues.  

To date, very little research has been done in New Zealand to establish a) how climate change is being taught, and b) how student filmmaking is being incorporated into the secondary curriculum.  The aim of this survey is to get a broad idea of what’s happening in these two areas in Aotearoa’s secondary schools (Years 9 to 13 only).

I know how busy teachers are, especially at this time of the year, but would be very grateful if you were able to find time in your schedule to complete this survey.  Every completed survey returned before December 10 2008 will go in the draw to win a $60 book voucher, so please return your completed survey with some contact details.

Many thanks,
Jinty MacTavish
Climate Change/Film-making Survey for NZ Secondary School Teachers
	School Name / Region

	

	Is your school a registered Enviroschool?

Y for yes; N for no

	

	Is your school practicing Education for Sustainability?

Y for yes; N for no

	


	Q1. What subjects do you teach, and at what year levels?
If you teach one subject at different Year Levels, please list it separately.  An example is shown in red.

Each Subject / Year & NCEA Level combination is assigned a reference number for use in the following questions.  

	Ref. No.
	Subject / Year Level &/or NCEA Level

	e.g.
	Science / Year 11, NCEA Level 1

	1
	

	2
	 

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	


	Q2. Have you used the topic of ‘climate change’ in your teaching within the last three years?

Y for yes; N for no
If N, please continue to Q3.

If Y, please skip to Q4.

	


	Q3. What has prevented you from including the topic of ‘climate change’ in your teaching?
List the Reference Numbers of the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations that each statement applies to. Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

If a statement does not applied to any of your teaching areas, leave it blank.

Once you have completed this question, please skip to Q12.

	Statement
	Ref. No.’s

	It’s not a high priority / other topic areas are more important
	

	There are too few teaching resources available
	

	I don’t feel comfortable teaching it because I lack knowledge / expertise in the subject
	

	The science is changing too fast for me to keep up
	

	It’s too controversial / political
	 

	I don’t believe the impacts of climate change will be significant enough that education about it in secondary schools is warranted
	

	I don’t have the time to spend designing another topic
	

	Because the curriculum is so assessment driven, I don’t have time in the year to spend teaching climate change
	

	‘Climate change’ is too broad and/or complex
	

	‘Climate change’ is too difficult to fit into the curriculum
	

	There’s no real direction from Government/the Ministry that tells us how to teach ‘climate change’, or where to teach it.
	

	Other (please specify)


	


	Q4. How easy has it been to incorporate the topic of ‘climate change’ into the curriculum?

An answer between 1 and 5, 1 being ‘Very Easy’ and 5 being ‘Very Difficult’
Reference numbers refer back to the Subject / Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	Reference Number
	Ease of Incorporation

	1
	

	2
	 

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	


	Q5. Please provide the details of the way you fitted the topic of ‘climate change’ into the curriculum

An example is provided in red.  If you have used climate change towards more than one assessment within one Subject / Year & NCEA Level combination, please list them separately according to reference number (e.g. 1a and 1b).  Add more boxes at the bottom if need be.  If you have used climate change as a topic but not towards national assessment (e.g. Year 10 Social Studies) please list it anyway. 
Reference numbers refer back to the Subject / Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	Ref. No.
	Broadly outline the topic(s) covered
	Assessment

	eg
	The ‘impact of climate change on New Zealand’s plants and animals’ was on the list of topics students could choose to research.
	AS 90714 – Research a contemporary biological issue 

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


	Q6. Which aspects of ‘climate change’ do you expect the students would have a good understanding of after completing the topic?

Some of studies would have seen different students covered different aspects.  Please identify (with a Y) all aspects that you would have expected at least some of the students to have a good understanding of. 

If you have used climate change towards more than one assessment within one Subject / Year & NCEA Level combination, please change the reference numbers listed below to reflect the reference numbers used in Q5. (e.g. 1a and 1b) 

Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	
	Ref. No.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	General climate change theory / processes / causes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	International impacts of climate change
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National impacts of climate change

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Local impacts of climate change

	
	
	
	
	
	

	International efforts to limit climate change and/or the impact of climate change
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National efforts to limit climate change and/or the impact of climate change
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Individual actions to limit climate change and/or the impact of climate change
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Q7. Have you used films as teaching aids / assessment aids in teaching ‘climate change’? 
Y for yes, N for no.

If N, continue to Q8.

If Y, please list those films used beside the appropriate reference number, and explain broadly how they were used (towards which assessment, etc).  If you have used the same film in different Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations, please list each separately.

Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	

	Ref. No.
	Film name
	Use?

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


	Q8. What has prevented you from using films in teaching climate change?

If you have used film in ALL your Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations, please skip this question and continue to Q9.

List the Reference Numbers of the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations that each statement applies to. Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

If a statement does not applied to any of your teaching areas, leave it blank.

	Statement
	Ref. No.’s

	I’m not aware of any films appropriate to my teaching area.
	

	There are too few teaching resources available to support the films.
	

	Film isn’t an appropriate learning tool for my teaching area.
	

	Other learning tools are more appropriate/important in my teaching area.
	

	Film is too difficult to fit into the curriculum.
	

	The climate change films available are too dry and boring.
	

	The climate change films available are too broad and don’t concentrate on one particular subject area.
	

	Students don’t learn as well from film as from other media / learning processes.
	

	All the appropriate films I know of are too long to be shown in class.
	

	I hadn’t considered using film.
	

	Other (please specify)


	


	Q9. Have any non-film resources have been particularly useful for you in teaching climate change? 
Y for yes, N for no.

If N, continue to Q10.

If Y, please list the resources beside the appropriate reference number, and explain broadly how they were used (towards which assessment; which aspect of climate change they were useful in teaching, etc).  If you have used the same film in different Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations, please list each separately.

Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	

	Ref. No.
	Resource name / source
	Use?

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


	Q10. Have you used student film-making as a teaching aid / assessment aid in teaching ‘climate change’? 
Y for yes, N for no.  

If Y, please explain broadly how it was used (towards which assessment etc) beside the appropriate reference number.

Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	

	Ref. No.
	Use?

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	


	Q11. What has prevented you from using student film-making for teaching climate change? 
If you have used film-making in ALL your Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations, please skip this question.

List the Reference Numbers of the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations that each statement applies to. Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

If the statement does not applied to any of your teaching areas, leave it blank.

	Statement
	Ref. No.’s

	I don’t feel comfortable teaching film-making because I lack knowledge / expertise.
	

	Our school/class lacks the equipment / software for film-making.
	

	There are too few teaching resources available.
	

	Film-making isn’t an appropriate learning process for my subject area.
	

	Other learning processes are more appropriate/important in my subject area.
	

	Film-making is too difficult to fit into the curriculum.
	

	Students don’t learn as well from film-making as from other learning processes.
	

	It’s too time consuming
	

	There’s too much paperwork involved in getting students out of the classroom and into the community/environment
	

	I hadn’t considered using film-making
	

	Other (please specify)


	


	Q12. Have you ever used student film-making as a teaching aid / assessment aid for teaching topics other than climate change? 
Y for yes, N for no beside the appropriate reference number.  

If Y, please explain broadly and briefly how it was used (towards which assessment etc).

Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

	Ref. No.
	Used?
	How used?

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


	Q13. What has prevented you from using student film-making in these teaching areas? 
If you have used film-making in ALL your Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations, OR you have already answered Q11, please skip this question.

List the Reference Numbers of the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations that each statement applies to. Reference Numbers refer back to the Subject/Year & NCEA Level combinations in Q1.

If the statement does not applied to any of your teaching areas, leave it blank.

	Statement
	Ref. No.’s

	Don’t feel comfortable teaching film-making because I lack knowledge / expertise
	

	Our school/class lacks the equipment / software for film-making
	

	There are too few teaching resources available.
	

	Film-making isn’t an appropriate learning process for my subject area.
	

	Other learning processes are more appropriate/important in my subject area.
	

	Film-making is too difficult to fit into the curriculum.
	

	Students don’t learn as well from film-making as from other learning processes.
	

	It’s too time consuming
	

	There’s too much paperwork involved in getting students out of the classroom and into the community/environment
	

	I hadn’t considered using film-making
	

	Other (please specify)


	


	Please feel free to make any more comments that you feel are relevant. 

	


Thankyou very much for your time. Please return this survey either in electronic form to macji583@student.otago.ac.nz (preferred),

or send a hard copy to -

Jinty MacTavish

Centre for Science Communication

c/o Department of Zoology

University of Otago

PO Box 56

Dunedin
PO Box 56, Dunedin, New Zealand.

Tel 64 3 479 7986 • Fax 64 3 479.7584
DUNEDIN • CHRISTCHURCH • WELLINGTON • AUCKLAND​​

